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NC Commerce Agriculture Sites and Gas Products 

Fund 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: $1.5 Million (eligible projects may be waved) 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

Offered by the North 

Carolina Commerce 

Building and Site 

Funds, this grant aims 

to fund projects 

facilitating new and 

expanded gas services and agricultural production and/or processing capabilities. 

Funds provided by this grant may be used to cover excess infrastructure costs or 

reduce the cost of choosing cost-effective alternatives for infrastructure 

development. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-

funds/agriculture-sites-gas-products-fund 

      

Current contact: Mark Poole 

               email: mpoole@nccommerce.com 

               phone: (919) 814-4616 

  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/agriculture-sites-gas-products-fund
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/agriculture-sites-gas-products-fund
mailto:mpoole@nccommerce.com


 

 

 

NC Commerce Building Reuse State Rural Grant 
 

Grant Cycle: Bi-monthly 

 

Maximum Award: $500,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

The NC Commerce Building 

Reuse Program allows 

communities to turn older 

buildings into assets to attract 

new or expanding businesses. This grant focuses on three funding categories: 1) the 

renovation of vacant buildings; 2) the renovation or expansion of a building occupied by 

an existing North Carolina company wishing to expand in their current location; and 3) 

the renovation, expansion or construction of health care facilities that will lead to the 

direct creation of new, full-time jobs. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-

funds/building-reuse 

   

Current contact: Hazel Edmond 

               email: hazel.edmond@nccommerce.com 

               phone: (919) 814-4659  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/building-reuse
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/building-reuse
mailto:hazel.edmond@nccommerce.com


 

 

 

NC Commerce Economic Infrastructure Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Bi-monthly 

 

Maximum Award: $500,000 

 

Match: 5% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

This program aims to assist 

with infrastructure 

improvement projects that 

lead to the creation of new, 

full-time jobs. Funding can be used for upgrades or repair of public drinking water or 

wastewater treatment plants, upgrades, extensions, or repair of public water or sewer 

lines, extensions of publicly owned natural gas line, installation or extension of public 

broadband infrastructure, construction of publicly owned access roads not funded or 

owned by the NC Department of Transportation, and construction of public rail spur 

improvements. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/public-infrastructure-

funds/infrastructure-state-rural-grants 

   

Current contact: Melody Adams 

               email: melody.adams@nccommerce.com 

               phone: (919) 814-4661 

  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/public-infrastructure-funds/infrastructure-state-rural-grants
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/public-infrastructure-funds/infrastructure-state-rural-grants
mailto:melody.adams@nccommerce.com


 

 

 

NC Commerce Industrial Development Fund - 

Utility Account 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: No legislative 

cap 

 

Match: 25% (if not identified as one 

of the most distressed counties in 

the state) 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments with Tier 

1 or Tier 2 designation 

 

Description: 

The Utility Account assists local governments with job creation and investment in 

counties that have one of the 80 most distressed rankings. Funds from this program may 

be used for construction or improvements to water, sewer, gas, telecommunications, 

high-speed broadband, transportation infrastructure or electrical utility lines and for 

equipment for existing or proposed industrial buildings. To be eligible for funding, the 

infrastructure is required to be on the building site or if not located on the site, directly 

related to the operation of the specific industrial activity. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/public-infrastructure-

funds/utility-account 

  

Current contact: Mark Poole 

               email: mpoole@nccommerce.com 

               phone: (919) 814-4616 

  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/public-infrastructure-funds/utility-account
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/public-infrastructure-funds/utility-account
mailto:mpoole@nccommerce.com


 

 

 

NC Coastal Management Planning and 

Management Grant 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: 25% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

The NC Division of Coastal 

Management offers the NC 

Coastal Management 

Planning and Management 

grant opportunity local governments within the 20 coastal counties of the state. A 

funding priority may be identified, such as Natural Hazards & Storm Recovery, but 

projects not within the priority may be submitted for non-priority consideration. Projects 

funded by this program may include, but are not limited to, education and public 

outreach efforts, planning efforts prioritizing coastal issues and natural resources, 

improvements in intergovernmental coordination, targeted research or studies, and 

developing local ordinances. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-management/coastal-management-

land-use-planning/grants 

   

Current contact: Please contact your District Planner: Rachel Love-Adrick (Carteret, 

Craven, and Pamlico Counties) or Mike Christenbury (Onslow County) 

               email: rachel.love-adrick@ncdenr.gov or mike.christenbury@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (252) 808-2808 or (910) 796-7475  

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-management/coastal-management-land-use-planning/grants
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-management/coastal-management-land-use-planning/grants
mailto:rachel.love-adrick@ncdenr.gov
mailto:mike.christenbury@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Environmental Quality 

Abandoned Manufactured Homes Grant  
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: Dependent on 

tier designation 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

County governments 

 

Description: 

North Carolina’s Division of 

Environmental Assistance and 

Customer Services directs a two-tiered urban planning grant program called the 

Abandoned Manufactured Homes Grant. This grant aims to assist communities with 

identifying, removing, and disposing abandoned manufactured homes. The amount of 

funding available is dependent on the county’s tier designation. The first-tier of this 

grant focuses on the use of urban planning approaches to better address and identify 

issues associated with abandoned manufactured homes within a county’s jurisdiction. 

Grant funds may be used for the development of an Abandoned Manufactured Homes 

Management Plan, aiding counties with identifying abandoned manufactured homes, 

and developing Abandoned Manufactured Home ordinances. The second-tier targets 

projects focusing on the removal of abandoned manufactured homes and recycling 

building materials. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/conservation/recycling/abandoned-manufactured-

homes/amh-grant-program 

 

Current contact: David Hance 

               email: david.hance@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-8122 

https://deq.nc.gov/conservation/recycling/abandoned-manufactured-homes/amh-grant-program
https://deq.nc.gov/conservation/recycling/abandoned-manufactured-homes/amh-grant-program
mailto:david.hance@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Division of Water Infrastructure Asset and 

Inventory Assessment Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (September deadline)  

 

Maximum Award: $150,000 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local Government 

Units, Water Nonprofit 

Corporations 

 

Description: 

The Asset Inventory and 

Assessment grants were created to encourage water and wastewater utilities to become 

more viable and more proactive in the management and financing of their systems. 

Eligible projects may include asset inventory, condition assessment of critical assets, 

and projects that address other components of critical assets. The grants are limited to 

$150,000 from the Wastewater Reserve or the Drinking Water Reserve, over a period of 

three years, to the same local government unit or nonprofit water corporation. A match 

is required based on demographic factors such as how Local Government Unit 

indicators of percent population change, poverty rate, median household income (MHI), 

percent unemployment, and property valuation per capita compare with the state 

benchmarks. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/asset-

and-inventory-assessment-grants 

   

Current contact: Amy Simes 

               email: amy.simes@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9192  

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/asset-and-inventory-assessment-grants
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/asset-and-inventory-assessment-grants
mailto:amy.simes@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Environmental Quality Clean 

Water State Revolving Fund 
 

Cycle: Semi-annual (April and September deadlines) 

 

Loan Maximum: $30 Million 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local Government Units 

 

Description: 

Provides low-interest and principal 

forgiveness loans to local 

government units to fund 

wastewater collection and 

treatment facilities as well as 

programs associated with 

stormwater quality, estuaries, and non-point sources. Eligible projects may involve 

wastewater treatment, wastewater collection, reclaimed water, stormwater BMPs, 

stream restoration, and energy efficiency at treatment works or collection systems. 0% 

interest loans are also available for Green Projects and for rehabilitation projects for 

certain local government units. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/clean-

water-state-revolving-fund 

  

Current contact: Anita E. Robertson 

               email: anita.robertson@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9174 

  

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/clean-water-state-revolving-fund
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/clean-water-state-revolving-fund
mailto:anita.robertson@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Environmental Quality Drinking 

Water State Revolving Fund 
 

Cycle: Semi-annual (April and September deadlines) 

 

Loan Maximum: $20 million 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments, 

Nonprofit Water 

Corporations, and 

Investor-Owned 

Drinking Water 

Corporations 

 

Description: 

This program provides low-

interest and principal forgiveness loans to local government units and certain nonprofit 

water corporations for projects to provide safe drinking water. Eligible projects may 

involve source, treatment, storage, or transmission & distribution systems 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-

funding/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund 

   

Current contact: Vincent Tomaino 

               email: vincent.tomaino@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9058  

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund
mailto:vincent.tomaino@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Commerce Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

(excluding entitlement 

communities directly 

funded by HUD) 

 

Description: 

As a sub-applicant of the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) offered by the Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD), NC Commerce provides financial assistance to 

projects aiming to improve housing, expand economic opportunities, and disaster 

recovery. This program allocates funds across four sub-grants, including Building 

Reuse, Demolition, Disaster Recovery, and Community Housing to disperse funds to 

specified projects focusing on each topic. The funds awarded and the required matches 

depend on the project type. Applications for this program are accepted on a rolling 

basis, however, the application must be approved during one of six Rural Infrastructure 

Authority yearly meetings. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/about-us/divisions-programs/rural-economic-

development/community-development-block-grants-cdbg 

   

Current contact: Iris Payne 

               email: ipayne@nccommerce.com 

               phone: (919) 814-4663 

 

https://www.nccommerce.com/about-us/divisions-programs/rural-economic-development/community-development-block-grants-cdbg
https://www.nccommerce.com/about-us/divisions-programs/rural-economic-development/community-development-block-grants-cdbg
mailto:ipayne@nccommerce.com


 

 

 

CDBG Building Reuse Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling, however the application must be approved during one of 6 Rural 

Infrastructure Authority yearly meetings 

 

Maximum Award: 

$750,000 

 

Match: * 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

(excluding 

entitlement 

communities 

directly funded by 

HUD) 

 

Description: 

Sub-granted from HUD’s CDBG program, the NC Commerce allocates funds to support 

local governmental projects providing economic developmental opportunities through 

the revitalization of vacant/unused buildings, this includes industrial and commercial 

buildings, that encourage job creation by bringing in new and/or expanding industries. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-

funds/building-reuse/building-reuse-federal-cdbg-economic 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/building-reuse/building-reuse-federal-cdbg-economic
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/building-reuse/building-reuse-federal-cdbg-economic


 

 

 

CDBG Community Housing Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling, however the application must be approved during one of 6 Rural 

Infrastructure Authority yearly meetings 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: * 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

(excluding entitlement 

communities directly funded 

by HUD) 

 

Description: 

Sub-granted to the NC Commerce 

from HUD’s CDBG program, allocated funds for this grant may be used to support 

projects focusing on community sustainability and resiliency. Projects must include 

elements of affordable housing, community revitalization, and/or improving community 

health. Plans focusing on affordable housing may include elements for increased 

mobility and lower the combined cost of housing and transportation. Projects supporting 

community revitalization aim to improve public transit, promote mix-use land uses and 

developments, and encourage land recycling. Projects concentrating on community 

health invest resources in communities and neighborhoods to enhance the unique 

characteristics of all communities by encouraging neighborhood walkability in rural, 

urban, of suburban areas. Awards are dependent on State funds granted from HUD’s 

CDBG program. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/community-housing-grants 

 

  

 

  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/community-housing-grants


 

 

 

 CDBG Demolition Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling, however the application must be approved during one of 6 Rural 

Infrastructure Authority yearly meetings 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: * 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

(excluding entitlement 

communities directly 

funded by HUD) 

 

Description: 

The NC Commerce allocates 

funds sub-granted from HUD’s CDBG program to local governments to demolish 

vacant/unused dilapidated industrial buildings and properties as part of the CDBG’s 

national initiative to elimination of slums and blights to construct new structures to 

promote job creation and encourage industry investments. Awards are dependent on 

State funds granted from HUD’s CDBG program. Awards are dependent on State funds 

granted from HUD’s CDBG program. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-

funds/demolition/demolition-federal-cdbg 

   

 

 

 

  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/demolition/demolition-federal-cdbg
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/building-or-site-funds/demolition/demolition-federal-cdbg


 

 

 

CDBG Disaster Recovery Funds 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling, however the application must be approved during one of 6 Rural 

Infrastructure Authority yearly meetings 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: * 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

(excluding entitlement 

communities directly funded 

by HUD) 

 

Description: 

The NC Commerce Disaster 

Recovery sub-granted funds by HUD’s CDBG Disaster Recovery program aids 

communities by providing funds to start recovery activities in communities and 

neighborhoods with limited resources. Awards are dependent on State funds granted 

from HUD’s CDBG program. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/disaster-recovery/disaster-

recovery-federal-cdbg-dr 

  

https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/disaster-recovery/disaster-recovery-federal-cdbg-dr
https://www.nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/disaster-recovery/disaster-recovery-federal-cdbg-dr


 

 

 

Division of Water Infrastructure Community 

Development Block Grant - Infrastructure Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (September deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $2 million 

over a 3-year period 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

Administered by the North 

Carolina Division of Water 

Infrastructure, funds provided by 

the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) – Infrastructure Program assist local governments in tackling 

critical water/sewer needs and improving public health and safety. The program 

supports the implementation of projects aiming to improve water quality by updating 

aging sewer systems and improving contaminated drinking water sources. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-

funding/community-development-block-grant-infrastructure 

   

Current contact: Julie Haigler Cubeta 

               email: julie.cubeta@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9189  

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/community-development-block-grant-infrastructure
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/community-development-block-grant-infrastructure
mailto:julie.cubeta@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Environmental Quality 

Merger/Regionalization Feasibility Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (September deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $50,000 over a         

3-year period 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments and 

nonprofit water corporations 

 

Description: 

The Merger/Regionalization 

Feasibility Grant Program provides 

funding for studies to encourage viability and more proactive management and 

financing of water and wastewater utilities. Funds may be used to evaluate the potential 

consolidation of two or more systems into one system and the potential physical 

interconnection with another system for regional wastewater treatment or regional water 

supply. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-

funding/mergerregionalization-feasibility-grants 

   

Current contact: Amy Simes 

               email: amy.simes@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9192 

 

 

 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/mergerregionalization-feasibility-grants
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/mergerregionalization-feasibility-grants
mailto:amy.simes@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

State Wastewater & Drinking Water Reserve 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (September deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $3 

million over a 3-year period 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

The State Wastewater & 

Drinking Water Reserve 

Program provides grants and loans for technical assistance and construction of critical 

needs for wastewater collection systems, wastewater treatment works, and public water 

system projects. Affordability criteria is used to determine both eligibility and amount 

of project cost to be funded. This resource is only available to the extent that other 

funding sources are not reasonably available to the applicant. 

 

Source(s): https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/state-

wastewater-and-drinking-water-reserve 

   

Current contact: For wastewater projects contact Anita E. Robertson 

               email: anita.robertson@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9174 

Current contact: For drinking water projects contact Vincent Tomaino 

               email: vincent.tomaino@ncdenr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9058 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/state-wastewater-and-drinking-water-reserve
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding/state-wastewater-and-drinking-water-reserve
mailto:anita.robertson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:vincent.tomaino@ncdenr.gov


 

 

 

NC Division of Land and Water Stewardship Clean 

Water Management Trust Fund 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (Spring deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State agencies, local 

governments, or nonprofit 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWTF) is a grant opportunity that funds 

projects focusing on the improvement of water quality, ecological diversity, and 

protecting historic sites and military installations. Grant funds may be used to acquire 

lands, restore habitat, and reduce stormwater runoff pollutants by enhancing stormwater 

runoff filtration systems. The CWTF offers a subgrant focusing on each of the following 

topics: Land Acquisition, Stream Restoration, Innovative Stormwater, and Planning. 

 

Source(s): https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-for-a-grant 

   

Current contact: Justin Mercer 

               email: justin.mercer@ncdcr.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-8105 

  

https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-for-a-grant
mailto:justin.mercer@ncdcr.gov


 

 

 

Clean Water Management Trust Fund NC Land 

Acquisition 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (Spring deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State agencies, local governments, or 

nonprofit organizations 

 

Description: 

The NC Land Acquisition sub-grant of the 

NC Division of Land and Water 

Stewardship Clean Water Management 

Trust Fund is a grant opportunity offering funding to support land conservation projects 

involving land acquisition aiming to protect and conserve natural ecological diversity in 

North Carolina, protect riparian buffers acting as natural protective barriers for water 

resources, preserve historical properties, and equip military bases with buffers to avoid 

incompatible land uses moving in or around the base. For examples of the types of land 

acquisition funded by this grant, visit https://cwmtf.nc.gov/home/land-acquisition-

projects. 

 

Source(s): https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-land-acquisition-grant 

  

https://cwmtf.nc.gov/home/land-acquisition-projects
https://cwmtf.nc.gov/home/land-acquisition-projects
https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-land-acquisition-grant


 

 

 

Clean Water Management Trust Fund NC Stream 

Restoration 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (Spring deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State agencies, local 

governments, or nonprofit 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The NC Stream Restoration         

sub-grant of the NC Division of 

Land and Water Stewardship Clean Water Management Trust Fund is a grant 

opportunity offering funding to support projects working to improve, enhance, and/or 

restore degraded water sources. Allocated funds may be used for stream restoration 

and/or stream enhancement. 

For Stream Restoration projects there are two types of priorities. The first stream 

priority type focuses on retuning eroding streams in structure free lands to their natural 

states. The second stream restoration priority type focuses on stream bank erosion of 

urban area streams not only to improve water quality, but also enhance neighborhoods. 

Stream Enhancement projects focus on improving stream conditions by planting native 

vegetation along the stream bank to improve water quality and reduce erosion. 

 

Source(s): https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-stream-restoration-grant 

  

https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-stream-restoration-grant


 

 

 

Clean Water Management Trust Fund NC 

Innovative Stormwater 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (Spring deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State agencies, local 

governments, or nonprofit 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The NC Innovative Stormwater   

sub-grant of the NC Division of 

Land and Water Stewardship Clean Water Management Trust Fund is a grant 

opportunity promoting advancements in stormwater management practices by providing 

an opportunity to experiment with innovative stormwater management methods that 

haven’t been used in practice. The proposed projects are required to outline their 

methodology and how it works, along with how, if successful, their method may be used 

for other stormwater management projects across North Carolina. 

 

Source(s): https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-innovative-stormwater-grant 

  

  

https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-innovative-stormwater-grant


 

 

 

Clean Water Management Trust Fund NC Planning 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (Spring deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies  

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State agencies, local 

governments, or nonprofit 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The NC Planning sub-grant of the  

NC Division of Land and Water 

Stewardship Clean Water Management Trust Fund is a grant opportunity offering 

funding to support the enhancement or restoration of degraded waters, protect 

unpolluted waters, contribute resources into developing a network of riparian buffers 

and greenways, provide buffers around military bases, acquire land displaying 

ecological diversity of North Carolina, acquire land that contributes to the development 

of historic properties, or facilitate innovative efforts to improve stormwater treatment. 

 

Source(s): https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-planning-grant 

  

https://cwmtf.nc.gov/grants/apply-grant/apply-planning-grant


 

 

 

NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 

Land and Water Conservation Fund 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (July deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $500,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is 

administered by the Department of Natural and Cultural 

Resources to fund outdoor recreational development and 

land acquisition by local governments and state agencies. 

Local governments can apply to acquire land for parks or to renovate existing parks 

previously developed with LWCF assistance. A project must be located on a single site 

and property acquired or developed with LWCF assistance must be used for public 

outdoor recreation in perpetuity. 

 

Source(s): https://www.ncparks.gov/more-about-us/grants/lwcf-grants 

   

Current contact: Nate Halubka 

               email: Nate.Halubka@ncparks.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9338  

https://www.ncparks.gov/more-about-us/grants/lwcf-grants
mailto:Nate.Halubka@ncparks.gov


 

 

 

NC Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (April deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $500,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

The North Carolina Parks and 

Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant 

supports local governments statewide 

to improve and expand on park and 

recreational spaces. Grant funds may be used to acquire land for public parks and 

community recreational faculties, improve public beach access, repair park facilities, 

and protect natural resources. 

 

Source(s): https://www.ncparks.gov/more-about-us/parks-recreation-trust-fund/parks-

and-recreation-trust-fund 

   

Current contact: Nate Halubka 

               email: Nate.Halubka@ncparks.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9338 

Current contact: Chris Schmidt 

               email: chris.schmidt@ncparks.gov 

               phone: (919) 707-9370 

 

 

  

https://www.ncparks.gov/more-about-us/parks-recreation-trust-fund/parks-and-recreation-trust-fund
https://www.ncparks.gov/more-about-us/parks-recreation-trust-fund/parks-and-recreation-trust-fund
mailto:Nate.Halubka@ncparks.gov
mailto:chris.schmidt@ncparks.gov


 

 

 

NOAA National Coastal Resilience Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (May deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $3,000,000   

(with exceptions) 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Nonprofit 501(c) 

organizations, state and 

territorial government 

agencies, local 

governments, municipal 

governments, Native 

American tribal 

governments, educational 

institutions, or commercial (for-profit) organizations 

 

Description: 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in conjunction with 

partners such as the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), offer a competitive 

grant program that funds projects to help coastal communities and ecosystems prepare 

for and recover from extreme weather events, climate hazards, and changing ocean 

conditions. Projects will aim to restore, increase, and strengthen natural infrastructure to 

protect coastal communities from storm and flooding impacts and enhance fish and 

wildlife habitat. 

 

Source(s): https://coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/ 

   

Current contact: Michelle Pico 

               email: pico@nfwf.org 

               phone: (262) 567-0601  

https://coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/
mailto:pico@nfwf.org


 

 

 

NFWF Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration 

Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (January deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $50,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State government agencies, 

local governments, and 

nonprofit 501(c) 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The Five Star and Urban Waters 

Restoration grant program is a national program offered by the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) focusing on water quality concerns related to watersheds, 

streambank erosion, storm water runoff pollution, and deteriorating shorelines. Projects 

should prioritize the restoration of wetland, coastal, and riparian natural sources through 

education and training community members on conservation and conservation goals and 

ecosystem restoration projects. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nfwf.org/fivestar/Pages/home.aspx 

   

Current contact: Chloe Elberty 

               email: chloe.Elberty@nfwf.org 

               phone: (202) 595-2434 

 

 

  

https://www.nfwf.org/fivestar/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:chloe.Elberty@nfwf.org


 

 

 

NFWF Resilient Communities Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (February deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $250,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Nonprofit 501(c), 

local governments, 

and federally 

recognized tribes 

 

Description: 

Designed to prepare 

communities for future environmental challenges related to water quality and quantity 

declines, forest health concerns, and sea level rise, this grant opportunity allocates funds 

towards enhancing community capacity. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

(NFWF) Resilient Communities Program aims to improve local resiliency by funding 

projects such as, but not limited to, resiliency projects, improving natural protective 

systems, green infrastructure, and other measures that help communities understand 

environmental risks and opportunities. The program places an emphasize on including 

and assisting communities that are traditionally underserved populations in vulnerable 

areas to help communities prepare for fire in the U.S. West, floods and droughts in the 

Mid-West, and sea-level rise on the Eastern seaboard. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nfwf.org/resilientcommunities/Pages/home.aspx 

   

Current contact: Chloe Elberty 

               email: Chloe.Elberty@nfwf.org 

               phone: (202) 595-2434  

https://www.nfwf.org/resilientcommunities/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:Chloe.Elberty@nfwf.org


 

 

 

FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure & 

Communities (BRIC) 
 

Grant Cycle: To Be Determined 

 

Maximum Award: $6,000 

per applicant 

 

Match: To Be Determined 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

To Be Determined 

 

Description: 

When this grant is released, 

the Building Resilient 

Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC) program offered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) will allocate funds directed towards increasing community resiliency by 

funding public infrastructure projects, such as but not limited to, hazard mitigation 

planning, building codes and enforcements, infrastructure mitigation, and risk informed 

funding. The goal of this program is to invest in improving community infrastructures 

before disaster affects the community. 

 

Source(s): http://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/fy2020-nofo 

   

Current contact: Questions regarding this program, email BRIC at 

BUILDBRIC@fema.dhs.gov. 

 

  

mailto:BUILDBRIC@fema.dhs.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Public Safety FEMA Flood 

Mitigation Assistance Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (January 

deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

Sub-granted by the North 

Carolina Department of Public Safety, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) Flood Mitigation Assistance Program provides funding for two types of 

community flood mitigation activities, Advanced Assistance and Technical Assistance, 

to communities in favorable standing with the National Flood Insurance Program. 

Proposed projects under Advance Assistance include, but are not limited to, projects 

intending to implement flood mitigation design and development of community flood 

mitigation projects. The goal of these projects is to reduce flood claims through the 

development of flood mitigation measures that address community flood risk. Technical 

assistance projects focus on the mitigation planning and mitigation projects reducing 

flood risk for severe repetitive loss (SRL) and repetitive loss (RL) properties. This grant 

generally requires a 25% match based on total project costs, however based on FEMA 

designated properties, FEMA may contribute up to 90% of Federal cost share for RL 

and 100% Federal cost share for SRL properties. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov  

   

Current contact: Steve McGugan 

               email: Steve.McGugan@ncdps.gov 

               phone: (919) 971-1290  

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:Steve.McGugan@ncdps.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Public Safety FEMA Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: 25% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State agencies, federally 

recognized tribes, local 

governments, and 

communities 

 

Description: 

Sub-granted to the North Carolina Department of Public Safety by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) through their Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Program (HMGP), funds provided by this grant opportunity focus’ on implementing 

hazard mitigation measures after a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration to reduce the 

risk of loss of life and property from future disasters. Applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis and grantees will have 36 months to complete proposed projects. Proposed 

projects funded by this grant opportunity must be consistent with the goals and 

objectives identified by the NC Hazard Mitigation Plan, and may include, but are not 

limited to, elevations, land and structure acquisition, historic preservation, and 

developing community hazard mitigation plans. 

 

Source(s): https://www.ncdps.gov/emergency-management/em-community/recovery-

mitigation/hazard-mitigation/mitigation-projects-grants 

   

Current contact: Steve McGugan 

               email: Steve.McGugan@ncdps.gov 

               phone: (919) 825-2314 

 

mailto:Steve.McGugan@ncdps.gov


 

 

 

NC Department of Public Safety FEMA Pre-

Disaster Mitigation Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: 25% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

States, territories, 

federally recognized 

tribes, and local 

governments 

 

Description: 

Sub-granted to the North Carolina Department of Public Safety by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the FEMA Pre-Disaster Mitigation grant 

program allocates funds towards reducing risks caused by natural disasters as well as 

decreasing a community’s reliance on federal funding for future disasters. Funds sub-

granted by this grant opportunity supports projects such as, but not limited to, improving 

public education on disaster mitigation efforts and hazard mitigation planning. Local 

governments submitting applications for this grant opportunity must be consistent with 

the goals and objectives denoted by the NC Hazard Mitigation Plan and may sponsor 

applications on behalf of homeowners to submit an applicant. 

 

Source(s): https://www.ncdps.gov/emergency-management/em-community/recovery-

mitigation/hazard-mitigation/mitigation-projects-grants 

   

Current contact: Steve McGugan 

               email: Steve.McGugan@ncdps.gov 

               phone: (919) 825-2314  

https://www.ncdps.gov/emergency-management/em-community/recovery-mitigation/hazard-mitigation/mitigation-projects-grants
https://www.ncdps.gov/emergency-management/em-community/recovery-mitigation/hazard-mitigation/mitigation-projects-grants
mailto:Steve.McGugan@ncdps.gov


 

 

 

EDA Disaster Supplemental Fund 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: No 

legislative cap 

 

Match: 20% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments, 

Native American 

tribal organizations, 

nonprofits, institutions 

of higher education, 

state government, 

county governments, and special district governments 

 

Description: 

This Economic Development Agency (EDA) grant focuses on the economic recovery of 

areas impacted by federally declared natural disasters. The goal is to support economic 

activities, such as but not limited to agriculture, businesses, and the development of new 

economic opportunities. Grant funds may be allowed to support economic resiliency 

projects that reduce effects of natural disasters and shorten community recovery times. 

These projects may include, but not limited to, risk mitigation plans, implementations of 

resilient infrastructure and development practices, as well as diversifying a community’s 

economy. This grant opportunity is accepting applications on a rolling basis and 

processing them as received until a new Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is 

released by the EDA. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov  

   

Current contact: Hillary Sherman 

               email: hsherman@eda.gov 

               phone: (404) 730-3013  



 

 

 

EDA Public Works and Economic Adjustment 

Assistance Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: 

$3,000,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Native American 

tribal 

organizations, 

nonprofits, state 

government, local governments 

 

Description: 

The Economic Development Agency’s (EDA) Public Works and Economic Adjustment 

Assistance Program offers funding for rural and urban communities to support public 

work and/or economic development projects. Accepting applications on a rolling basis 

until a new Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is released by the EDA, this grant 

opportunity intents to expand existing community assets by implementing new and 

creative economic development strategies to enhance economic opportunities in 

distressed communities. Projects under the Public Works program are designed to 

support distressed communities by providing resources to design and/or construct 

infrastructure and facilities to promote economic development. The Economic 

Adjustment Assistance program offers financial support to better prepare communities 

for changes to their economy and promote economic resiliency by fostering job creation 

and attract private investment. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov 

   

Current contact: Hillary Sherman 

               email: hsherman@eda.gov 

               phone: (404) 730-3013 

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:hsherman@eda.gov


 

 

 

EDA Economic Development Research and National 

Technical Assistance Program  
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum 

Award: 

$1,500,000 

 

Match: Not 

required, but 

highly 

encouraged 

 

Eligible 

Grantee(s): 

Native 

American tribal organizations, nonprofits, state government, and local 

governments 

 

Description: 

The Economic Development Agency’s (EDA) Research and National Technical 

Assistance Program provides financial aids to community investments to support 

economic development, job creation, and attract private investment in economically 

distressed areas of the United States. Under this program, the EDA supports research 

and evaluation (R&E) and national technical assistance (NTA) programs. Projects under 

the R&E program are geared towards improving community understanding of economic 

development principles and concepts. Projects within the NTA program tackle 

challenges relating to unemployment rates and other economic distress factors. This 

grant opportunity is accepting applications on a rolling basis until a new Notice of 

Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is released by the EDA. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov 

   

Current contact: Contact RNTA Program at rnta@eda.gov for more information.  

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:rnta@eda.gov


 

 

 

EDA Planning & Local Technical Assistance 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: $300,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State governments, Native 

American tribal 

governments, nonprofits, 

county and local 

governments 

 

Description: 

The Economic Development Agency’s (EDA) Planning and Local Technical Assistance 

Program assists communities in creating regional economic development plans designed 

to improve economic development and resiliency of a community. As part of this 

program the EDA provides funds to develop, implement, revise, or replace a 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies (CEDS). CEDS documents are 

designed to help communities identify and leverage unique assets to help job creation in 

unemployed and underemployed in economically distressed regions. It allows funds to 

be used for project planning, produce disaster resiliency plans, and community impact 

analyses. This grant opportunity is accepting applications on a rolling basis until a new 

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is released by the EDA. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov  

   

Current contact: Hillary Sherman 

               email: hsherman@eda.gov 

               phone: (404) 730-3013 

 

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:hsherman@eda.gov


 

 

 

HUD Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grants 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (June deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: 

Varies 

 

Match: 5% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local 

governments, 

tribal entities, and 

nonprofits 

 

Description: 

Sponsored by the Housing and Urban Development department (HUD), the Choice 

Neighborhoods Planning Grants Program addresses struggling neighborhoods with 

distressed public and/or HUD-assisted housing through a comprehensive approach to 

neighborhood transformation utilizing urban planning strategies. Local entities 

collaborate to develop and implement revitalization plans, called “Transformation 

Plans”, concentrating on Housing, People, and Neighborhood. These plans will become 

the guiding document for revitalization of neighborhoods by addressing each of the 

goals. 

 

Source(s): 

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/spm/gmomgmt/grantsinfo/fundingopps/fy19cnpg 

   

Current contact: Questions regarding specific program requirements should be directed 

to ChoiceNeighborhoods@hud.gov. 

  

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/spm/gmomgmt/grantsinfo/fundingopps/fy19cnpg
mailto:ChoiceNeighborhoods@hud.gov


 

 

 

NC Emergency Solutions Grants Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: 

Varies 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local 

governments and 

nonprofit 

organizations 

 

Description: 

Sub-granted to the NC Department of Health and Human Services by the Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) aims to increase the number and improve the quality of 

emergency shelters, provide essential services to shelter residents, re-house homeless 

individuals and families, and prevent families and individuals from becoming homeless. 

The Emergency Shelter Program allows funds to be allocated to efforts in, but not 

limited to, renovating buildings to serve as an emergency shelter. Aiding essential 

services such as legal services and management, childcare, education services, 

employment, health services, life skills training, transportation and services for special 

populations. Supporting shelter operations including, but not limited to, maintenance, 

rent, security, equipment, insurance, and utilities. The rapid re-housing aspect of this 

program allocates funds towards housing relocation services to help individuals or 

families move as quickly as possible into permanent and stable housing. 

 

Source(s): https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/aging-and-adult-services/nc-emergency-

solutions-grant/nc-emergency-solutions-grant-%E2%80%93 

   

Current contact: Kim Crawford 

               email: kim.crawford@dhhs.nc.gov 

               phone: (262) 567-0601 

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/aging-and-adult-services/nc-emergency-solutions-grant/nc-emergency-solutions-grant-%E2%80%93
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/aging-and-adult-services/nc-emergency-solutions-grant/nc-emergency-solutions-grant-%E2%80%93
mailto:kim.crawford@dhhs.nc.gov


 

 

 

USDA Community Facilities Technical Assistance 

and Training Grant 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (June deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: 

$150,000 

 

Match: Not required, 

but highly encouraged 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State and local governmental entities, private nonprofits, and federally recognized 

tribes 

 

Description: 

This U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA RD) program provides 

financial assistance to communities for technical assistance and training in community 

facilities programs. Funds allocated by this grant aids communities in planning for 

community facility needs. Projects under this program may include, but are not limited 

to, identifying resources to finance community facility needs from various sources. 

Preparing reports and surveys requesting financial assistance to develop community 

facilities. As well as improving management staff knowledge of financial management 

related to community facilities operations. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-technical-

assistance-and-training-grant 

   

Current contact: Stephanie Hardison 

               email: stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799  

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-technical-assistance-and-training-grant
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-technical-assistance-and-training-grant
mailto:stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Public bodies, 

community-based 

nonprofit corporations, 

federally recognized 

tribes 

 

Description: 

The USDA Community Facilities Direct Loan and Grant Program provides direct loans 

and/or grants for essential community facilities in rural areas. Depending on which of 

three options an applicant applies for (the Community Facilities Direct Loan Program, 

the Community Facilities Grant Program, or a combination of the two) match 

requirements will be based on community residential population so long as the 

community has no more than 20,000 residents. This program gives priority to projects 

related to essential community facilities associated to healthcare, education, and/or 

public safety. However, projects related to public facilities, community support services, 

utilities, and local food systems are also permitted uses for grant funds. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-

grant-program 

   

Current contact: Stephanie Hardison 

               email: stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799 

 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
mailto:stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Community Forest and Open Space 

Conservation Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (January deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State Forester nonprofit and local 

government entities with jurisdiction over 

project location 

 

Description: 

The USDA U.S. Forest Services’ (USFS) 

Community Forest and Open Space 

Conservation Program (otherwise known as the Community Forest Program) is a grant 

program offering financial assistance for local investments in resources, such as land, 

towards park and recreational sites for communities. Funds allocated under this grant 

may only be used to conduct land surveys and appraisal, developing a community 

forestry plan, and legal costs associated with closing costs and land title examination 

fees. The goal of this grant is to allow communities to acquire land to protect natural 

resources and habitats, provide community benefits through public access to the land, 

and promote economic developmental opportunities to the community. 

 

Source(s): https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land/community-forest/program 

   

Current contact: Mike Murphy 

               email: michael.w.murphy@usda.gov 

               phone: (404) 347-5214  

https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/private-land/community-forest/program
mailto:michael.w.murphy@usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Economic Impact Initiative Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: 

Varies 

 

Match: 25% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Public bodies, 

nonprofits, 

federally 

recognized tribes 

 

Description: 

The Economic Impact Initiative Grants Program assists the development, construction, 

enlargement or improvement of essential community facilities. This program primarily 

focus’ on rural communities with extreme unemployment and severe economic 

depression. This program is mainly a loan opportunity, although based on residential 

population and median household income of the community, grant funds may be 

available in conjunction with a loan. Essential community facilities provide services to 

the local community that are necessary for the orderly development of the community. 

They serve primarily rural areas and do not include private, commercial or business 

undertakings. Allocated funds support projects relating to healthcare, education, public 

safety, public facilities, community support services, utilities, and local food systems. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/economic-impact-initiative-

grants 

  

Current contact: Stephanie Hardison 

               email: stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799 

 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/economic-impact-initiative-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/economic-impact-initiative-grants
mailto:stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Emergency Community Water Assistance 

Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: Not required, but highly 

encouraged 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State and local governmental 

entities, private nonprofits, 

and federally recognized 

tribes 

 

Description: 

The USDA Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants program helps eligible 

communities prepare and/or recover from an emergency (qualifying emergencies 

include drought or flood, earthquake, tornado or hurricane, disease outbreak, and 

chemical spill, leak or seepage) that threatens the availability of safe reliable drinking 

water. Eligible projects include water transmission line grants up to $150,000 to 

construct waterline extensions, repair breaks or leaks in existing water distribution lines, 

and address related maintenance necessary to replenish the water supply and water 

source grants up to $500,000 are to construct a water source, intake or treatment facility. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/emergency-community-water-

assistance-grants/nc 

   

Current contact: Elmer Langston 

               email: stephanie.davis@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799  

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/emergency-community-water-assistance-grants/nc
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/emergency-community-water-assistance-grants/nc
mailto:stephanie.davis@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: Varies 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State and local 

governmental entities, 

private nonprofits, and 

federally recognized 

tribes 

 

Description: 

This program provides funding for water infrastructure relating to drinking water 

systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid waste disposal, and storm water 

drainage. Although it is primarily a loan opportunity, based on residential population 

and median household income of the community, grant funds may be available in 

conjunction with a loan. The goal of this opportunity it to help small, financially 

distressed rural communities extend and improve water and waste treatment facilities 

that serve local households and businesses. Permitted uses of granted funds may 

include, but are not limited to, the construction or improvement of drinking water 

treatment facilities, sewer and storm water systems, and solid waste facilities. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-

program 

   

Current contact: Stephanie Hardison 

               email: stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799 

 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program
mailto:stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Water & Waste Disposal Predevelopment 

Planning Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: $30,000 or 75% of the predevelopment 

planning costs 

 

Match: 25% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State and local governments, nonprofit organizations, 

federally recognized tribes 

 

Description: 

The following program is designed to provide financial 

resources to assist low-income communities with their 

initial application for the USDA Rural Development Water and Waste Disposal direct 

loan/grant application. Communities these funds apply to are based on their median 

household income; they must be below the poverty line or less than 80% of the 

statewide non-metropolitan median household income levels. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-

predevelopment-planning-grants/nc 

   

Current contact: Stephanie Hardison 

               email: stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799  

mailto:stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

USDA Rural Business Development Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: No legislative cap 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Public entities (towns, 

communities, state agencies) 

and nonprofit corporations 

 

Description: 

This USDA Rural Business 

Development Grant enterprise grant 

is a grant for small and emerging businesses in rural areas. As defined by the USDA a 

small business means that the business has less than 50 new workers and less than $1 

million in gross revenue. Applicable uses of grant funds include, but are not limited to, 

community economic development by technology-based economic development and 

rural business incubators, feasibility studies and business plans, project planning, land 

acquisition and development, business counseling and training, market research, 

professional or/technical reports or producer service improvements. 

 

Source(s): https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-

grants/nc 

 

Current contact: Stephanie Hardison 

               email: stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov 

               phone: (252) 526-9799  

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants/nc
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants/nc
mailto:stephanie.hardison@nc.usda.gov


 

 

 

EPA Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 

Act Program 
 

Cycle: Varies yearly 

 

Loan Maximum: Varies 

 

Match: 51% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State and local governmental entities and nonprofits 

 

Description: 

This two-step application process requires that applicants submit a letter of interest for 

their project to the WIFIA program by the announced annual deadline. Loan funds may 

be used to fund development phase activities, including planning, preliminary 

engineering, design, environmental review, revenue forecasting, and other pre-

construction activities. Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, and replacement 

activities. Acquisition of real property or an interest in real property, environmental 

mitigation, construction contingencies, and acquisition of equipment. Capitalized 

interest necessary to meet market requirements, reasonably required reserve funds, 

capital issuance expenses and other carrying costs during construction. Loan amounts 

granted are based on community population ($20 million Minimum large communities 

and $5 million: Minimum small communities (population of 25,000 or less)). 

 

Source(s): https://www.epa.gov/wifia 

   

Current contact: Karen Fligger 

               email: wifia@epa.gov 

               phone: (202) 564-2992 

 

  

https://www.epa.gov/wifia
mailto:wifia@epa.gov


 

 

 

Golden LEAF Foundation Disaster Recovery Grant 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: None 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Governmental entities and 

501(c)(3) nonprofits 

 

Description: 

Provided by the State of North 

Carolina, this grant opportunity 

offered by the Golden LEAF 

Foundation Disaster Recovery Grant Program addresses unmet needs following 

insurance and available federal assistance looking to repair or replace infrastructure and 

equipment damaged or destroyed by Hurricanes Matthew, Florence, Michael, and 

Dorian. This program focus’ on infrastructure and hazard mitigation projects. 

Infrastructure projects may include nonresidential buildings that serve the public and 

publicly owned assets. Grants given to hazard mitigation projects include construct of 

new infrastructure and to improve damaged or destroyed infrastructure for resiliency. 

 

Source(s): https://www.goldenleaf.org/grant-seekers/disaster-recovery-grant-program/ 

   

Current contact: Kasey Ginsberg 

               email: kginsberg@goldenleaf.org 

               phone: (252) 442-7474  

mailto:kginsberg@goldenleaf.org


 

 

 

Golden Leaf Open Grants/Economic Catalyst 

Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Rolling 

 

Maximum Award: $200,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Governmental entities and 

501 (c)(3) nonprofit 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The Golden Leaf Open 

Grants/Economic Catalyst 

Program is intended to support public infrastructure projects in rural and economically 

distressed communities where support from other funders are not available or sufficient 

to support proposed projects. Targeted initiatives for this grant are specific to job 

opportunities in tobacco-dependent, economically distressed, or rural communities. 

Approved projects include, but not limited to, new and expanding industries and 

businesses located or considering locating to the community, promote job retention 

activities, and workforce preparedness and education. 

 

Source(s): https://www.goldenleaf.org/grant-seekers/open-grants-program/ 

   

Current contact: Ted Lord 

               email: tlord@goldenleaf.org 

               phone: (252) 442-7474 

 

 
  

https://www.goldenleaf.org/grant-seekers/open-grants-program/
mailto:tlord@goldenleaf.org


 

 

 

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation Collaborative 

Problem-Solving Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: 

$150,000/year for up to 

four years 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Nonprofit 501(c) 

Local governments and 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organizations 

 

Description: 

The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation’s Collaborative Problem-Solving Grant Program 

encourages communities to improve existing community resources and develop creative 

solutions to community challenges by combining resources funded by partnerships 

across public, private, and nonprofit work sectors. These partnerships must be an 

effective joint effort and involving all stakeholders impacted by the proposed project, 

project proposals must be focused on a specific community and may be in either the 

planning or implementation stages. 

 

Source(s): https://www.zsr.org/collaborative-problem-solving 

   

Current contact: Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation 

               email: info@zsr.org 

               phone: (336) 725-7541  

mailto:info@zsr.org


 

 

 

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation Community Progress 

Fund 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (Spring deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $30,000/year for up 

to two years 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments and 501 

(c)(3) nonprofit organizations 

 

Description: 

The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation’s 

Community Progress Fund allows for 

communities to expand on and further develop existing progress on community-based 

projects towards having a greater impact upon completion. The goal of this funding 

opportunity is providing short-term funding to selected applicants to aid in overcoming 

obstacles and getting their projects to the next phase. 

 

Source(s): https://www.zsr.org/community-progress 

   

Current contact: Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation 

               email: info@zsr.org 

               phone: (336) 725-7541 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

National and Community Service: AmeriCorps 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: Varies 

 

Match: None 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Local governments 

 

Description: 

Each year the Corporation for National and 

Community Service (CNCS) recruits’ 

volunteers whom have donated their time to 

supporting communities nationwide. This grant opportunity focuses on four core values 

in Anti-Poverty, Community Empowerment, Sustainable Solutions, and Capacity 

Building. The focus in Anti-Poverty is aimed at the long-term solutions to addressing 

challenges caused by poverty in communities so that poverty is alleviated, and 

community members can recover from the effects of poverty. Community 

Empowerment; each project under this category deals with the planning, development, 

and implementation of relevant projects tapping into the community’s resources to 

further improve and strengthen them. Sustainable Solution projects include three-year 

long-term projects that may continue when the volunteer’s service time has ended to 

continue promoting sustainability in their community. Capacity Building projects are 

classified as projects that look to building and increasing financial resources of 

sponsoring organizations and helping to utilize funds in sustainable ways. 

 

Source(s): https://www.nationalservice.gov/build-your-capacity 

   

Current contact: Caroline Farmer 

               email: caroline.farmer@nc.gov 

               phone: (919) 814-2065  

mailto:caroline.farmer@nc.gov


 

 

 

National Estuaries Program Coastal Watersheds 

Grant 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: $250,000 

 

Match: * 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Watershed geographic areas 

(WGA) designated within the 

28 NEP WGA 

 

Description: 

In coordination with the 

Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), Restore America’s Estuaries 

(RAE) administers their new 

National Estuaries Program (NEP) 

Coastal Watersheds Grant Program 

to provide financial assistance to projects focusing on Congressional priorities within 

the 28 NEP watershed geographic areas. These priorities include, but are not limited to, 

loss of key habitats resulting in significant impacts on fisheries and water quality, 

proliferation or invasion of species and/or algae blooms that limit recreational uses, 

threaten wastewater systems, and/or cause ecosystem damage, flooding and coastal 

erosion, and other pollutants such as pharmaceuticals and microplastics. 

 

Source(s): https://estuaries.org/initiatives/watershedgrants 

 

  Current contact: Suzanne Simon 

               email: ssimon@estuaries.org 

  



 

 

 

National Rural Water Loan Fund 
 

Cycle: Rolling 

 

Loan Maximum: $100,000 or 75% of the total project 

cost, whichever is less 

 

 

Eligible Grantee(s):  

Public entities 

 

Description: 

The RWLF provides low-cost loans to public entities 

(such as municipalities, counties, special purpose 

districts, Native American tribes up to 10,000 

population and rural areas with no population limits) for them to plan, develop, and 

implement short-term repairs, small capital projects, or planning costs for larger 

projects. Applicable projects include costs for planning infrastructure projects, 

replacement of equipment and upgrading infrastructure systems, planning and 

implementing sustainability projects, and other projects for disaster recovery. 

 

Source(s): https://nrwa.org/initiatives/revolving-loan-fund/ 

   

Current contact: Rural Water Loan Fund 

               email: nrwarwlf@nrwa.org 

               phone: (580) 252-0629 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://nrwa.org/initiatives/revolving-loan-fund/
mailto:nrwarwlf@nrwa.org


 

 

 

National Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Varies yearly 

 

Maximum Award: $500,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

States, tribes, governmental 

and non-governmental 

organizations, and private 

landowners 

 

Description: 

Offered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ecological Services, the Coastal Program is a 

community-based grant opportunity providing technical and financial assistance for 

restoration and protection of wildlife and wildlife habitats on both public and private 

lands. Work alongside Coastal Program staff in coordination with project partners to 

identify geographic focus areas and develop conservation priorities within these focus 

areas. Which helps to adequately direct resources to conserve habitats for Federal trust 

species. Acceptable projects under the Coastal Program may include, but are not limited 

towards, improvements to habitat connectivity, coastal erosion, and maintain habitat for 

migratory birds and waterfowl. The Coastal Staff requests that you contact your regional 

Coastal Program office with potential projects before applying. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov  

   

Current contact: Mike Wicker 

               email: Mike_Wicker@fws.gov 

               phone: (919) 856-4520 

 

 
  

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:Mike_Wicker@fws.gov


 

 

 

NOAA Marine Debris Prevention Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (February deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $2,000,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State, local, tribal, and 

territory governments, 

institution of education, and 

nonprofit or commercial 

organizations 

 

Description: 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) funds efforts in 

preventing marine debris being introduced into marine and coastal environments 

through their Marine Debris Prevention Grant Program. This program offers financial 

assistance to entities researching, regulating, or that have expertise in a related field to 

marine debris which are in the process of developing, and implementing projects that 

educate their audiences in marine debris prevention. Projects may include, but are not 

limited to, programs designed to raise awareness of what marine debris are and 

encourage changes in community behaviors for long-term prevention of marine debris. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov  

   

Current contact: Tom Barry 

               email: tom.barry@noaa.gov 

               phone: (240) 533-042  

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:tom.barry@noaa.gov


 

 

 

NOAA Marine Debris Removal Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (December deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $250,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

State, local, tribal, and territory 

governments, institutions of higher 

education, nonprofit or commercial 

organizations 

 

Description: 

Funded by the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and much like the Marine Debris Prevention 

Grant Program, this grant opportunity offers finical support for locally driven marine 

debris programs. However, this grant program focus’ on the removal of marine debris. 

Projects supported by allocated funds include, but are not limited to, marine debris 

prevention, assessment, and removal for the benefit of coastal habitats, waterways, and 

NOAA trust resources. This program offers financial assistance to entities researching, 

regulating, or that have expertise in a related field to marine debris removal. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov 

   

Current contact: Tom Barry 

               email: tom.barry@noaa.gov 

               phone: (240) 533-042 

 

 

 
  

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:tom.barry@noaa.gov


 

 

 

NPS Save America's Treasures Grant Program 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly (December deadline) 

 

Maximum Award: $500,000 

 

Match: 50% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

501(c)(3) nonprofits, 

institutions of 

education, city or 

township 

governments, 

federally recognized 

Native American 

tribal governments, 

state and county governments 

 

Description: 

Administered by the Historic Preservation Fund in partnership with the National 

Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Institute 

of Museum and Library Services, this grant opportunity aids with preservation and/or 

conservation assistance to nationally significant historic properties and collections. 

Applicable projects under this program are defined by the National Historic 

Preservation Act (NHPA) and may include, but are not limited to, the rehabilitation of 

properties, mitigation measures to avoid future threats and damages, cover the cost for 

establishing/administering an easement/covenant for the property, and other National 

Park Services eligible service requests. 

 

Source(s): https://www.grants.gov 

   

Current contact: STLPG Staff (email strongly preferred) 

               email: STLPG@nps.gov 

               phone: (202) 354-2020  

https://www.grants.gov/
mailto:STLPG@nps.gov


 

 

 

Historic Preservation Fund Pass-Through Grants 
 

Grant Cycle: Yearly 

 

Maximum Award: $15,000 

 

Match: 40% 

 

Eligible Grantee(s): 

Certified local 

governments (CLG), 

nonprofits, and 

educational institutions 

within a CLG 

 

Description: 

Eligible projects include architectural and archaeological surveys, nominations of 

eligible districts and properties to the National Register of Historic Places, survey 

publication manuscripts, local preservation design guidelines and preservation plans, 

educational programs, and restoration of National Register-listed properties. Funds for 

restoration are limited and not available to privately-owned buildings. 

 

Source(s): https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-state-

historic-preservation-office/grants-historic 

   

Current contact: Michele Patterson McCabe 

               email: michele.patterson.mccabe@ncdcr.gov 

               phone: (919) 814-6582 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-state-historic-preservation-office/grants-historic
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-state-historic-preservation-office/grants-historic
mailto:michele.patterson.mccabe@ncdcr.gov

