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Region P - Senior Tar Heel Legislature 

Minutes
[image: image2.png]mﬁi Craven, Duplin, Greene, Jones, Lenoir, Onslow, Pamlico and Weyne Counties



Monday, April 11, 2022
11:00 a.m.

Carteret County



Victor Heinrich (Zoom)
Craven County

Lavick Williams (Zoom)
Duplin County

Woody Brinson
Greene County

Elliott Ashburn 
Jones County

Jerol Bryan
Matthew Brinkley

Lenoir County
Walter LaRoque (Chairman)
Onslow County

Gerald Brandon (Zoom)
Pamlico County

Pat Prescott (Zoom)
Wayne County

Sue Taylor
ECC Staff

Heather O’Connor, AAA Director

Angelia Pridgen, Lead Regional Ombudsman 
1. Call to Order- Walter LaRoque, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 11:08 a.m.

2. NCSTHL Update, Timeline, and Comment

· Walter LaRoque: Audrey Tyson passed away last week at the age of 100 years and 7 months. She was the previous STHL chairperson. Woody Brinson has been selected as the statewide chairperson for the Resolutions Committee.

· Woody Brinson: The March 15th statewide meeting was very good. The intent for the June meeting will go back to meeting in person. There will be a Zoom option.

· Walter: They are looking around the Greensboro/Winston Salem area, centralized location. 

· Woody: Bill Mueller who headed up the resolution committee, stepped down after health problems. The speaker approached him about taking over chairmanship and he agreed. After discussed with the executive committee, due to last minute change around the first of March, the process will move back slightly. The documents Bill shared with Woody since March 15th, stated they would have all resolutions, all proposals available by May 15th. It may be extended to the end of May. The goal is to have all the proposed issues 
available to the Issues Committee by the June 15th statewide meeting. There is nothing stating a meeting needs to take place by the June deadline. The Issues Committee may meet in June, July, or august. The only deadline is in October for meeting in person. Each region is encouraged to come together and discuss ideas. Think about things you have seen that affect our seniors, think big and think outside the box, not just budgetary items but services needed to present to legislatures. Transportation, broadband services, etc. can affect seniors. Let’s come together next month to discuss when Walter calls a special meeting. We were effective 4 years ago. Proposal that this region proposed, it came down to voting and came down to 5 out of 6 from this region. Shows this region has good ideas. Victor and Elliottee have offered great ideas and Walter provided great guidance. Walter and Woody did not feel comfortable to caucus today. Victor threw out some ideas months ago when Gail Miller, Advocacy chairman, requested topics. She and Alison Brown, Public Relations Chair, are looking at adding virtual 2 hours sessions to discuss topics that have been requested. Woody will answer questions about the Resolutions Committee if anyone has any. Will be adopting resolutions or support for things like elder abuse to get more publicity for STHL. 
· Walter: Will be serving as the president of Friends of STHL. Friends of STHL is the financial side of STHL and are a separate 5013C. They pay for bus trips to legislative meetings and stipends needed to assist for meetings. Working on reorganizing the committee. Woody and Walter serve on the executive committee of the STHL. 16 delegates serve on the Resolutions Committee with 4 being from Region P.
· Woody: Members are needed to serve on the standing committees. Four delegates are from this region: Gerald, Walter, Martha, Woody. There are also six issues committees. Four of the six do not have chairmen. 
· Woody: Will send out information on the committees. 

· Victor Heinrich: Working with Alison Brown from Davie County to provide educational materials on STHL to pass along to the genera public. Victor would like information on talking with bill writers. 

· Woody Brinson: Reach out to the bill drafting people. Citations must go through legislators. For June meeting, have a speaker from bill drafter, reached out to a retired bill drafter and possible for a workshop for STHL. 
3. Adjourn- Meeting adjourned at 11:24 a.m.
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