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Region P - Senior Tar Heel Legislature 

Minutes
[image: image2.png]mﬁi Craven, Duplin, Greene, Jones, Lenoir, Onslow, Pamlico and Weyne Counties



Monday, July 12, 2021

11:00 a.m.

Carteret County



Victor Heinrich (Zoom)
Craven County

Lavick Williams (Zoom)
Duplin County

Woody Brinson 

Connie Brinson (Alternate)

Greene County

Not Present
Jones County

Matthew Brinkley

Lenoir County

Walter LaRoque (Chairman)
Onslow County

Gerald Brandon (Zoom)
Pamlico County

Pat Prescott
Wayne County

Not Present
ECC Staff

Heather O’Connor, AAA Director

January Brown, Lead Aging Consultant

1. Call to Order- Walter LaRoque, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 11:08 a.m.
2. Adopt Agenda and Minutes- No action needed Walter LaRoque, Chairman
3. NCSTHL Update, Timeline, and Comment
· Walter LaRoque: Discussed that there is discussion that STHL elected officers serve an additional term in office because of COVID. Because of the pandemic they should be able to serve another term and suspend the current bylaws. You can print out the ballot and send it out or respond to the email. There is a ballot that was sent out last Friday to vote. There must be a 2/3 majority of the delegates to pass the motion. It has not been fair to them because everything has been through zoom.
· Woody Brinson- There was very little detail on who is voting, and it is confusing. How are they going to verify the voting?

· Walter LaRoque: Walter LaRoque explained that they sent his ballots and votes can be completed electronically or by mail. If you mail it, it will have your name on it and if you email it, it will come from your email for verification. Walter encouraged everyone to vote by the end of the month. Elections are coming up so this would give the current officers another term to serve.
· Woody Brinson: Woody Brinson stated he is concerned because the speaker has not contact him all year and every time, he has tried to contact her, he is unable to speak with her. He would like to know where the executive committee stands with the STHL five goals. There has been no communication on them. He has asked about three times, “where do we stand on our goals” and he has not gotten any responses. Some of them never even got introduced.
· Walter LaRoque: They decided to keep the same goals as approved last time. 
· Woody Brinson: Noticed that there is no increase in funding in three years for our goals.

· Walter LaRoque: Walter stated that she has been sending updates, have you all been receiving those. Stated that he will contact her and explain more details would be nice and more communication. He thought that they were going out.
· Woody Brinson: Stated he has not been getting them. It would be good for the executive committee to bring this up.

· Pat Prescott: Introduced her guess, granddaughter. She is shadowing her for a couple weeks to learn more about local governments and non-profits. She graduated with a degree in communication.

· Matthew Brinkley: Things in their county have been open for awhile but their number of volunteers has decreased. They have their county Aging Planning Board meeting tomorrow and will hear the county updates.

· Woody Brinson: Their aging staff have been busy and have an increased workload currently. People are slowly coming back but stated that part of that could be because their senior center is so old and small. It is one of the oldest buildings in the county. 

· Heather O’Connor: Stated that she has been there and was surprised on the size of their meeting rooms, even the congregate meal area. Melisa does a great job with the space she has and she provides a lot of services.

· Woody Brinson: We have a lot of great staff. 

· January Brown: Stated that this is a good example of how opening satellite sites across counties is an option. For example, the Trenton site is small but now there are three sites. She stated for instance that is why and how the satellite congregate sites developed in Jones County. Some of the counties such Duplin and Pamlico are small and if they are opening but not allowed to have full occupancy because of state guidelines, then a lot of individuals can’t be in those sites at one time. Some providers are doing reservations for services.
· Victor Heinrich: Looking ahead, do we need to reup our next terms in January?
· Walter LaRoque: Yes

· Victor Heinrich: Are we doing that together? I know that we need to put in our own applications. 
· Walter LaRoque: We already did that by zoom.

· Heather O’Connor: That is what the commissioners were doing, over zoom.

· Woody Brinson: We already did it, but we asked everyone if they wanted to be reappointed and it was passed.   

· Walter LaRoque: This has been an issue with COVID.

· Woody Brinson: Inquired when the next statewide meeting will be?

· Walter LaRoque They will be having on and hopefully it will be in Raleigh. We are not sure yet when it will be.
· Victor Heinrich: Stated that he is still not comfortable physically going in person to a meeting. Especially since we have such a large group coming in from a large geographic area. He does not see himself going in person anytime soon.
· Walter LaRoque: Would not be surprised if it is a hybrid.

· Gerald Brandon: No comments, everything is going well in Onslow County.

4. Adjourn- Meeting adjourned at 12 p.m. by Walter LaRoque.[image: image4.png]
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