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	                Regional Aging Advisory Committee (RAAC)


Minutes
Monday, October 10, 2022
10:00 a.m.


RAAC Members in Attendance:
Walter LaRoque, Chairman (Lenoir County)
Woody Brinson (Duplin County)
Sandra Crane (Onslow County)
Martha Bryan (Wayne County)
Victor Heinrich (Carteret County)
Darrell Grubbs (Duplin County)
Donna Grubbs (Duplin County)
Elliot Ashburn (Greene County)
Jean Garner (Greene County)
Faye Taylor (Greene County)
Ann Holton (Pamlico County)
Pat Prescott (Pamlico County)

ECCAAA Staff in Attendance:
Heather O’Connor, AAA Director
January Brown, Deputy Aging Director
Kim Baker, Lead Aging Programs Consultant
Angela Pridgen, Lead Regional Ombudsman
Anita Douglas, Regional Ombudsman


1. Call to Order and Welcome– Walter LaRoque, Chairman
Chairman LaRoque called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Quorum was not met for the entire meeting. Nothing was voted on during the meeting.

2. Adopt Agenda - Walter LaRoque, Chairman. The agenda was adopted as written.

3. Approval of Minutes – July 11, 2022 - Walter LaRoque, Chairman. The motion to approve minutes was accepted.

4. Director’s Report – Heather O’Connor, AAA Director

a. Introduction of new ECC Ombudsman/Consultant, Anita Douglas. Ms. Douglas spoke to the members about her new role as an Ombudsman. Ms. Douglas spoke about her previous employment and how the many years of experience would benefit her position here at ECC.

b. Introduction of temporary employees for Aging. The temporary employees will be working on RAAC/STHL, the grocery reimbursement program and other duties.

c. Budget/Funding Updates FY22/23. Director Heather O’Connor reviewed the county allocation handout. Each county is broken down by the state funding formulas and matches. Hold Harmless was discussed. The Hold Harmless was implemented by the state for FY 22/23 so that no county is dropped below 95% of the previous years’ budget. Service totals in ARMS were broken down into pie charts and discussed for each county.

5. Staff Reports – ECC AAA Staff

a. Family Caregiver- Deputy Aging Director January Brown stated that county wide coverage for our grocery reimbursement program will launch in November. The program is funded through HDC5 and ARPA.
b. Ombudsman - Angelia Pridgen discussed using ARPA funding for CAC training.
c. HCCBG- ARPA funding will be used to purchase OBIE systems for senior centers in our region. Two generators are in the plans to be purchased for senior emergency hubs in Onslow and Wayne County.
d. IID- no additional updates given.

6. County Comments – RAAC Members

a. Carteret – Mr. Victor Heinrich stated CCC donated software and hardware to senior center. Also, a new Pruitt facility opening in 2023. 
b. Craven – no report
c. Duplin – Mr. Woody Brinson stated that a design deal was awarded in September 2022, to build a new senior center. There will be a pumpkin project held at the Senior Center this month. Legal Aide will also be coming to the Senior Center. 
d. Greene – Mr. Elliotte Ashburn stated that three silver medals were won at the Senior Games, and they had a total of twelve participants. Medicare open enrollment starts on October 15 and runs through December 15, 2022. Saturday, October 22, is the Walk for Dementia.
e. Jones – Mr. Jerol Bryant stated the county would be very interested in the grocery program and that numbers are steady with center participants. 
f. Lenoir – Mr. Walter LaRoque stated a Senior trip to Mike’s Farm is happening on October 19, and a Thanksgiving lunch will be held on November 17.
g. Onslow –Ms. Sandra Crane stated a new facility is being built by the government offices.
h. Pamlico – Mr. Pat Prescott stated that numbers are steady with center participants. Home delivered meals had an increase in participants.
i. Wayne – no report



7. Additional Comments/Concerns

8. Meeting Calendar Dates:

a. December 12, 2022 – A special RAAC meeting was held via Zoom to vote on STHL reappointments. All STHL members who filled out and returned the reappointment forms were voted on and accepted by RAAC members.
b. January 9, 2023


9. Adjourn – Mr. LaRoque adjourned the meeting.
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