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Regional Aging Advisory Committee (RAAC)

Minutes April 11, 2022

Minutes

Monday, April 11, 2022

10:00 a.m.

Zoom Link and Registration: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82748692969?pwd=TExWT1B6UG9DeDQ5VVpxSlJ3WE12UT09
Call-in number: 1-301-715-8592,
Meeting ID: 82748692969 Passcode: 003755
RAAC Members in Attendance:

Walter LaRoque, Chairman (Lenoir County)

Woody Brinson (Duplin County)
Elliotte Ashburn (Greene County)

Jerol Bryant (Jones County)

Matthew Brinkley (Jones County) 

Sandra Crane (Onslow County)

Sue Carter STHL Alternate (Wayne Count) presented Martha Bryan’s-Wayne County vote in her absence
Elaine Paterson (Lenoir)
RAAC Members in Attendance by zoom:

Victor Heinrich (Carteret County)

Jean Garner (Greene County)

Faye Taylor (Greene County)

Ann Holton (Pamlico County)

Pat Prescott (Pamlico County)
Gerald Brandon (Onslow County)

Jimmie Ford (Wayne County)
ECCAAA Staff in Attendance:

Heather O’Connor, AAA Director

Kim Baker, Lead Aging Programs Consultant

Angela Pridgen, Lead Regional Ombudsman

Colby Smith, Regional Ombudsman

1. Call to Order, welcome – Walter LaRoque, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Walter LaRoque requested all participants identify themselves when speaking.

2. Adopt Agenda – Walter LaRoque, Chairman
Woody Brinson stated under Old Business we need to add approval of the new delegates and alternates and reappointments. Sandra Crane motioned to adopt the agenda as written, seconded by Jean Garner. Committee members voted as follows: 



Victor Heinrich -yes



Faye Taylor- yes







Woody Brinson-yes



Jean Garner-yes







Elliotte Ashburn-yes



Matthew Brinkley-yes



Jerol Bryant-yes



Ann Holton-yes



Pat Prescott-yes



Sue Carter-yes



Jimmy Ford-yes



Walter LaRoque-yes



Elaine Paterson-yes



Sandra Crane- yes
3. Approval of Minutes – January 10, 2022 (attached) - Walter LaRoque, Chairman
Minutes given today. Upon request, the minutes will be reviewed and voted on at the July meeting. A copy of the recording is available if needed. Ann Holton suggested having only actions items recorded.
4. Old Business – Walter LaRoque, Chairman
Discussion on bylaws update. Woody Brinson made a motion to accept the bylaws as presented. Seconded by Ann Holton. Committee members voted as follows:


Victor Heinrich- yes



Faye Taylor-yes



Woody Brinson-yes



Jean Garner-yes



Elliotte Ashburn-yes



Matthew Brinkley-yes



Jerol Bryant-yes



Ann Holton-yes






Pat Prescott-yes



Sue-yes



Jimmie Ford-yes



Walter LaRoque-yes


Elaine Paterson-yes



Sandra Crane-yes
Discussion on appointment of new alternate. Woody Brinson made a motion to appoint Amy Lock to the Carteret as an alternate. Seconded by Sandra Crane. Committee members voted as follows:
 

Victor Heinrich- yes



Faye Taylor-yes



Woody Brinson-yes



Jean Garner-yes



Elliotte Ashburn-yes



Matthew Brinkley-yes



Jerol Bryant-yes



Ann Holton-yes






Pat Prescott-yes



Sue Carter-yes



Jimmie Ford-yes



Walter LaRoque-yes



Elaine Paterson-yes



Sandra Crane-yes

5. Directors Report – Heather O’Connor, AAA Director
a.  Heather O’Connor reported the AAA is trying a new Grocery Reimbursement Program. The program is being piloted in Duplin and Greene counties. Seniors can be reimbursed up to $500 for groceries purchased received more applications than anticipated. We have received 153 applications and Duplin has received over 200. ECC is working on policies and procedures for the program. The purpose of the program is to reach seniors in the community in more isolated areas.  We have $4 million in ARPA funds. The funds are given to the AAA to disperse around the region. The Grocery Reimbursement Program is a large project with the ARPA budget. AAA also has other projects throughout the region. We are doing 2 emergency hubs, one in Wayne County and one in Onslow County. We will help purchase a whole building generator for these hubs. We plan to purchase virtual Obie systems, interactive systems, to all senior centers. AAA will be putting money aside for small grants for each county so they can decide where their needs are. 
6. Staff Reports – ECC-AAA Staff
No staff reports today.

7. County Comments – RAAC Members 

Carteret – Victor Heinrich reported that he sent out the senior center’s newsletter to RAAC members. The Senior Center has a trip planned in May for the Pennsylvania Dutch Country. 

Craven – No report.

Duplin – Woody Brinson reported a new site manager, Beth Taylor, at Kenansville.  Darryl and Donna Grubbs have done 212 tax returns this year. The numbers are down but they are still pleased with the turn out. Advisory boards and committees met at the senior center. Arthritis class meets at the senior center as well as an auxiliary site at a church in Beulaville. Alzheimer’s caregivers meet monthly at the senior center. Upcoming events include the April 6th volunteer celebration, May 14th Senior Fun Day an EA Walk, and June 15th Dementia workshop. 

Greene – Elliotte Ashburn reported Sue Smith recently retired after 20 years at the Greene County Senior Center. Greene county has 16 registered participants for the Neuse River Senior Games and 2 for the SilverArts. Upcoming events include Greene County Health Expo on April 13th and Volunteer Appreciation Day on April 20th. 

Jones – Matthew Brinkley reported they have 3 nutrition sites and working on another one in Maysville. The sites are doing field trips, bible studies, and exercise. An Easter dinner will be held at the Trenton site on Thursday. Volunteer drivers are needed. 

Lenoir –Walter LaRoque reported that Lenoir County Council on Aging had a volunteer appreciation event? On Wednesday, April 6th. They will be hosting the OAM event at Grainger Stadium on May 6th.  

Onslow – Sandra Crane reported that on January 19th the Board of Commissioners contacted an architect to begin to design the new senior services building. The center will add an addition to the current structure.  On March 11th, the Friends of the Aging Association held its Annual Lasagna Dinner with a silent auction. The senior center has their newsletter Golden Times with a lot of different activities planned. They hold 70 classes and have 232 clients. Sandra will be meeting with a group from the center to report on RAAC. 

Pamlico – No report

Wayne – Sue Taylor reported that the county is working on the volunteer celebration. Today the senior center is having Senior Fun Day. The two senior centers are doing well. 

Additional Comments/Concerns 

· No additional comments.

8. Meeting Calendar Dates:

a. July 11, 2022

b. October 11, 2022
9. Adjourn 

Since there was no further business, Walter LaRoque, Chair adjourned the meeting.
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