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Region P - Senior Tar Heel Legislature 

Minutes
[image: image2.png]mﬁi Craven, Duplin, Greene, Jones, Lenoir, Onslow, Pamlico and Weyne Counties



Wednesday, July 6, 2022
11:00 a.m.

Carteret County



Victor Heinrich (Zoom)
Amy Lock (Zoom)
Craven County

Lavick Williams (Zoom)
Duplin County

Woody Brinson
Connie Brinson
Greene County

Elliotte Ashburn (Zoom)
Jones County

Jerol Bryan
Matthew Brinkley

Lenoir County
Walter LaRoque (Chairman)
Onslow County

Gerald Brandon (Zoom)
Pamlico County

Not in attendance
Wayne County

Sue Carter
ECC Staff

Heather O’Connor, AAA Director
January Brown, AAA Deputy Director

Kim Baker, Aging Programs Consultant
David Bone, ECC Executive Director
1. Call to Order- Walter LaRoque, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 11:08 a.m.

2. STHL 5 Priorities Discussion
· Individuals can submit resolution proposals to Rebecca Freeman without having to submit them to the Region P STHL members.
· HCCBG Priority- Discussed the increase in funding and recurring that was approved. Members discussed supporting the HCCBG priority funding increase in allocations and recurring or more of an increase. Supporting this priority would address the increase in the cost of services. Victor will draft the priority and submit it to members.
· Mathew Brinkley sent a resolution to Rebecca Freeman. 
· Elliott Ashburn submitted a resolution proposal regarding broadband. 
· Mr. Brinkley discussed increasing FCSP funds and having stipends for caregivers.

· January Brown explained funding for caregivers. Ms. Brown explained that other states have the program but in NC the current funding received through HCCBG does not allow for this program. The FCSP program in the state of NC is a temporary program and is limited to $2500 
per year per caregiver. Under the FCSP program a caregiver cannot be paid to care for their loved ones. Primary caregivers may receive a voucher for respite care if funds are available.
· Members discussed keeping the resolution for long term care. Members will update the original resolution and submit it to the members for review.

· Jerol Bryan submitted a resolution proposal to Rebecca Freeman.
· Transportation resolution discussed to increase HCCBG funding allocation. Woody Brinson will work with David Bone (ECC Executive Director) and Heather O’Connor (AAA Director) on drafting a resolution proposal by Monday, July 11, 2022.
· Amy proposed a resolution for non-Medicaid assistance for individuals in long-term care. Victor will have Amy draft up a resolution proposal on this need.
· Protective Services resolution discussed. Members discussed resubmitting the resolution.

· Medicaid expansion discussed. Members decided not to pursue a resolution proposal for the Medicaid expansion.
· Woody Brinson discussed a resolution that would increase senior center allocations to $35,000 through Senior Center General Purpose funds. Woody Brinson recommends that a resolution be completed to ask for increase of $500,000 to be distributed to senior centers and equally distributed to all counties. Woody Brinson will draft the resolution.
· Members discussed a priority that would give funding to the STHL for their state meetings. DHHS has paid for these events in the past. 

· Members discussed learning about the process for passing a bill, having everyone meet their representatives, and the importance of talking with representatives.
· Woody Brinson asked that all resolution proposals be turned in by Monday, July 11, 2022. Woody Brinson will review the proposals and forward them to Rebecca Freeman. 

3. Adjourn- Meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm.
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